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Information for Discussion of Financial Aid for Proprietary Schools
CURRENT STATUTES
Included are the statutes which reference “accredited” institutions.

SUBCHAPTER III
HIGHER EDUCATIONAL AIDS BOARD
39.30 Grants.
39.30(1) Definitions. In this section:
39.30(1)(d) An "accredited" institution is an institution accredited by a nationally
recognized accrediting agency or by the Board of Nursing pursuant to s. 441.01
(4), or, if not so accredited, is a nonprofit institution of higher education whose
credits are accepted on transfer by not less than 3 institutions which are so
accredited, on the same basis as if transferred from an institution so accredited.
39.435 Wisconsin Higher Education Grants and Talent Incentive Grants.
39.435(1) There is established, to be administered by the board, a Higher Education
Grant Program for postsecondary resident students enrolled at least half-time and
registered as freshmen, sophomores, juniors or seniors in accredited institutions of higher
education or in tribally controlled colleges in this state. Except as authorized under sub.
(5), such grants shall be made only to students enrolled in nonprofit public institutions or
tribally controlled colleges in this state.

39.45 Independent Student Grants.
39.45(1) In this section:
39.45(1)(a) "Institution of higher education" means a public or private nonprofit
educational institution meeting the requirements of s. 39.30 or 39.435 for the
purpose of awarding grants under those sections.
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CURRENT RULES
Included are the rules which reference “accredited” institutions.
CHAPTER HEA 2
DEFINITIONS
Note: Chapter HEA 2 as it existed on March 31, 1978 was repealed and a new chapter HEA 2
was created effective April 1, 1978.
HEA 2.01 Definitions. In chs. HEA 1 to 12:
6. "Nonprofit" means a governmental agency, subdivision of government, school district,
technical college district or similar body and any agency, organization or institution owned
and operated by one or more nonprofit corporations or associations, no part of the net
earnings of which inures, or may lawfully inure, to the benefit of any private shareholder or
individual.

CHAPTER HEA 4
TUITION GRANTS
HEA 4.05 Institutional Responsibilities.
1. The student's eligibility for a tuition grant shall be certified by the institution of higher
education in which the student is enrolled.
2. The institution shall provide the board with information necessary for the proper
administration of the tuition grant program. Such information may include but is not
limited to:
a. Proof of accreditation through a federal accepted accrediting agency is required;
b. Proof of state and federal non-profit status;
c. Tuition costs, instruction related fees, and all other student educational costs;
d. The number and dates of the institution's academic semesters or terms; and
e. The number of credits which must be carried by full-time students.
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HEAB POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL
CHAPTER 3
School Eligibility
General Eligibility Provisions
HEAB has eligibility requirements for schools that wish to participate in the programs it
administers. A school must meet these requirements in order for its students to be able to receive
grants, scholarships or loans administered by HEAB.
The requirements are:
• the school must have proof of state and federal non-profit tax status;
• the school must be accredited through a federally accepted accrediting agency (HEAB
recognizes the Higher Learning Commission of the Northcentral Association of Colleges
and Schools);
• the school must be a degree-granting institution;
• the school must be Wisconsin based;
• the school must have an approved Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) Policy in place;
• the school must be eligible to participate in federal financial aid programs; and
• the school must agree to follow all statutes, rules, policies and procedures outlined for
HEAB programs.
•

Distance Learning / Alternative Approaches
Distance Learning is a new and sometimes confusing aspect of financial aid. HEAB's rules
regarding distance learning and eligibility for state funded financial aid are relatively simple:
The student must:
• be enrolled in a course of study that is at least one year in length and leads to a
recognized certificate or the course is part of a program leading to a degree; and
• be enrolled in a participating Wisconsin school; and
• meet all of the eligibility requirements for the individual aid program, including full or
part-time enrollment based on a 9 month academic year.
• The school must:
• be a participating Wisconsin school; and
• have at least 50% of its programs leading to a degree or certificate; and
• have telecommunications courses account for less than 50% of the courses offered at the
school.
As the use of distance learning increases in the future, HEAB will continue to monitor its
policies and procedures to ensure that they remain consistent with other parts of the financial aid
process.

